Travellers in India

said: " I know no one goes there without
bringing away his quire of papers about its
affairs." It is to be deplored that others of these
accounts have not survived, but it is probable
that these twa were superior to the rest, as the
writer of the covering letter had been specially
asked by Barros to obtain for him some account
of Vijayanagar, and would naturally send the
historian the best he could find.

The last of the travellers of this period was
Caesar de Federici, or, as he is known in the
pages of Purchas, Caesar Frederick. He was an
Italian, and travelled in the East from 1563 to
1581. " la the yeer of our Lord God, 1563,"
runs Purchases version, "I, Caesar Frederick,
being in Venice, and very desirous to see the
East parts of the world, took my journey to
Alepo." Reaching Ormuz by the usual route, he
went by ship to Diu, "situate in a little island
in the Kingdome of Cambaya, which is the
greatest strength that the Portugals have in all
the Indies, yet a small city, but of great trade.5'
He mentions the fact that when he was there a
great famine was raging, and the people were
selling their children to the Portuguese for
ten shillings apiece. In 1567 Caesar de Federici
was at Goa? whence he travelled inland to
Vijayanagar, which had been sacked two years
before by the combined power of the Moham-
medan kings of the Deccan. He gives a melan-
choly picture of the ruined greatness of the
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